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For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called,
Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace@ Nephi 19:4



THE STATE OF MNW
Mel Martin, N7BCY
Mercury Northwest President

As | reviewed the progress made this past
year, | have came to realize we have really
accomplished a lot. | am optimistic that the
organization will continue to grow through
the coming year. Some of our progress is
open for all to see; but much is happening

Please contact Eric if you have suggestions
for improvement of the website:
kd7wzp@arrl.net

Email Reflectors: A number of email

reflectors have been made available to
members and friends of MNW. Once you
subscribe to a reflector you will be able to
send comments or questions to a single email
address and your email will be forwarded

behind the scenes or in small groups. | think it automatically to everyone on the list.

is worth bringing the membership up to speed
on where we currently stand and to give you
an idea of what is to come in the near future.

New Logo: For some time the Board has felt
we needed a new logo that more accurately
reflects MNW. Over the past few months we
have finally found time to work on this

project. With input from Bob, AD7IL our
newsletter editor and Eric, KD7WZP our
webmaster, the Board explored a number of
options and eventually settled on the logo you
see in the masthead of this addition of the

There are currently two open discussion
reflectors. The first, MNW-Open, is intended
to be a forum where members and friends can
ask questions and share information about
ham radio and emergency communications in
particular. The second, MNW-HF-Net, is
intended be to a forum for members of the HF
net to discuss topics of specific interest to
participants of our 75-meter net.

The MNW-News reflector is a low traffic list
where information of interest to MNW

newsletter. The new logo is also prominent on members and friends, as well as information

the website. We hope you are pleased with
what you see.

Both color and gray scale versions of the logo
will soon be placed on the website for
members to download. The guidelines for
logo usage can be reviewed at:
http://www.mercurynorthwest.org/docs/Board
ResolutionForNewLogo.pdff you have an

concerning emergency situations, can be
shared quickly and efficiently. The ability to
post messages to this reflector is restricted to
Board members in order to limit the number
of emails being sent. With the Board being
widely dispersed, at least one member should
have Internet access and be able to post
messages should a significant disaster occur.
We encourage all LDS hams to become

immediate use for the logo, please contact memembers of this list so you can receive

and | will see that you get the version you
need.

The Website:Eric, KD7WZP has made a
number of improvements and additions to the
website. A good website is constantly
evolving and Eric has been willing and able to
make revisions to the website as needed.

updates as rapidly as possiblePlease
contact a Board member if you have a
message that should be sent through this list.

To access for any of the reflectors, simply go
to
http://www.mercurynorthwest.org/email.php

and register your email address for the
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reflectors you wish to receive. We are

objective of the net. To accomplish this the

interested in adding additional special interest format of the net has changed to a roundtable.

reflectors should the need arise. Please
contact me if you see the need for an
additional reflector.

The Newsletter: The task of editing our
newsletter was turned over to Bob, AD7IL
this past year and under his capable direction
the newsletter is headed in the right direction.
As Bob indicated in the September
newsletter, he has also accepted the
responsibility to edit the national Army

MARS newsletter which is published six
times a year. To simplify Bob’s life we will
move the publish dates of a couple of our
newsletters so he will not have to edit two
newsletters in the same month.

Vic, K3SHD'’s article on Standardized DC
Power Connections (see page 7) is an
example of the type of articles we would like
to see. If you have an idea for an article that
you think would be valuable to the MNW
community, please drop Bob an email
outlining your thoughts. You can reach Bob
at: mandbsturte @wildblue.net

| also suggest that you consider implementing

Vic’s suggestions on your 12 volt equipment.
This modification could prove to be
invaluable should your equipment be used in
combination with that supplied by others at
sometime in the future.

HF Net: Under the capable direction of John,
K7CXJ, our new Net Manager, a number of
changes to the HF net were made this year
and as a result participation has increased.
One of the objectives of the net has always
been to “provide those with a common
interest the opportunity to meet,” but the
focus has changed so this is now the primary

Roll is quickly taken followed by bulletins

and announcements. We attempt to complete
this part of the net in less than 10 minutes so
we can quickly move into the roundtable. The
roundtable is intended to allow members of
the net a chance to report on local activity, to
ask questions, and share ideas. Occasionally,
a specific topic is suggested but for the most
part the discussion is open and free. The
primary objective of the roundtable is to get
to know net members personally: to learn of
each other’s interests, skills, and abilities to
be of greater service should the need arise.

Obviously, equipment and propagation are
checked every time a member checks into the
net and on occasion a participant will be
informed of a possible problem with his
signal. Traffic can be passed should the need
arise. However, this is no longer the primary
objective of the net. We do believe traffic
handling is an important skill that should be
learned by all and we encourage extensive
training on the local level to develop the skills
needed to handle traffic in a controlled
emergency environment.

AAT7L’s article in this newsletter provides
some excellent guidelines for running HF nets
during difficult band conditions. His thoughts
not only apply to our 75-meter net, but also
have direct application for any HF net that is
trying to operate during difficult band
conditions. | encourage you to carefully study
his article if you anticipate ever being part of
a HF emergency communications net.

We invite you to participate in our HF nets if
your privileges allow. We meet Mondays at
2100 Pacific on 3.965 and Saturday at
approximately 0815 following the ERC net
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on 3.937. Stop by and check out our HF nets.

Regional Communications Working

Group: | believe the RCWG can be the most
significant undertaking initiated thus far by
MNW. The objective of the RCWG is to
develop a reliable 24/7 regional emergency

equipment that you think would be beneficial
to the project and are willing to donate or
lend it to MNW, please contact a member of
the group. The first of the year MNW will
begin the process to obtain nonprofit status.
This could give you a tax advantage for
making contributions to this or other MNW

communications system that is relatively easy projects.

to operate, will work in a major disaster, does
not require a huge outlay of funds, and, as

Bylaws Changes / Board ElectionsAs this

much as possible, is not dependent on specifimewsletter is being published a ballot has

people to make the system work.

The group is currently in the study and
equipment procurement stage. We will soon

been sent to Voting Members of MNW to
ratify changes in the Bylaws to allow direct
election of the Board by the Voting Members.
This change will streamline the process of

begin testing 6 meter paths East/West throughelecting the Board and should lead to

the mountains. Eventually, digital circuits will
be developed, but initial testing will use SSB.

continued steady growth in the organization.

In areas East of the mountains, 2 meters, 220,For personal reasons three members of the

and / or 440 links may be utilized.

Current members of the group include:
Charles, KC7CFS in Salem OR; Dave, AA7L
in Gold Bar WA; Dick, K7KFM in Chehalis
WA; John, KD7FAU in Pilot Rock OR; Mel,
N7BCY in Ford WA; Terry, KB7DRX in
White Salmon WA; Tom, KE7ISF in
Redmond WA, Vic, K3SHD in Coeur

d’Alene ID; William, KE7TDEM in

Woodinville WA; and Zale, KC7FYD in
Dallas OR.

We need additional people in other locations

interim Board have chosen not to continue
serving. For a number of years Tom, N7TM
has capably served as Treasurer of the
organization. We thank Tom for that service
and look forward to his continued
contributions in other ways. Vic, K3SHD has
been the HF Net Manager for several years.
His knowledge and experience will be missed
on the Board, but his willingness to continue
to serve in other areas is greatly appreciated!
Bill, N7BAA has been involved in leadership
in the group in one form or another from
almost the beginning. From a personal
perspective Bill has been invaluable to me as

to adequately do the testing and development | have worked in various capacities both

which will soon begin. If you have an interest
in 6 meters, digital modes, or wide-area

inside and outside Church structured
emergency communications since 1980.

emergency communication, please contact meWithout Bill's contributions there is a good

and | will see that you are included in the
discussion. We are especially looking for
hams located along the Eastern edge of the
Cascades.

chance that Church emergency
communications throughout the Northwest
would be well behind where it is at this time.

Subject to ratification of the Voting Members

We are also in need of equipment. If you have the Board for 2009 will be composed of: Mel,



N7BCY as President, Hollis, W7UFM as
Vice President, Dave, AA7L as Secretary /
Treasurer, and John, K7CXJ and Barbara,
KE7KEV as Members at Large. We are
especially excited to have Barbara on the
Board. We look forward to the fresh
perspective she will bring!

Voting Membership: Voting membership
increased significantly in 2008. We thank you
for your support and anticipate that you will
continue to support MNW as a Voting
Member. Dues for all Voting Members are
renewed in January of each year. We
encourage you to complete the registration
form at the back of this newsletter and send it
in today. Voting Members will receive a
discount on the registration fee for our Spring
Conference in Longview.

Spring Conference:An important

component of the mission of Mercury
Northwest is to provide opportunities to meet
in person and share ideas. For some time the
Board has wanted to again begin holding
regular MNW Conferences. Both Zale,
KC7FYD and Charles, AD7UF responded to
my request in the September newsletter
asking for volunteers to host a MNW
Conference. The Board has decided to take
Charles up on his offer to chair a Spring

going to take a lot of effort to complete.
However, the benefits to the organization will
be worth the effort.

Undertaking such projects as the RCWG
requires an investment in equipment that is
beyond the funding available solely from
dues. With a 501c3 we will be in a stronger
position to receive donations in equipment
and money. In addition, we will be in a better
position to seek grant money. There are a
number of additional benefits to incorporating
as a nonprofit entity which will make MNW a
stronger and more viable organization.

We have an attorney who is willing to review
the material before it is submitted to the State
and the Federal governments. We would also
like to find two or three people to serve on a
committee to actually create the documents.
There is an excellent resource available
online (see
http://www.kcba.org/scriptcontent/KCBA/pu
blications/pdf/nonprofit/NPHandbook.gdf

that can be of assistance. Please drop me a
note if you have experience or are interested
in helping with this project!

Something Else?There is much to do and the
members of the Board do not know in total
what needs doing! Do you have an idea or a

Conference in the Longview area (see page 6)suggestion of a project that could be

We are excited about this opportunity to meet
with the LDS hams in the Northwest and
encourage as many as possible to meet with
us in Longview! Thanks to Charles and the
other hams in the Longview / Kelso area who
are willing to help with this project.

Nonprofit Status: Another project that has
come to the top of the to-do list is the desire
to obtain nonprofit status for Mercury
Northwest. This is a major project and is

undertaken by MNW? Get in contact with a
member of the Board and share your ideas.
We would love to hear what’s on your mind!

As you can readily see a lot has been
accomplished in the past year. But we have a
lot to do if we are going to fulfil the mission

of MNW. In the trying times to come, |

believe one of the bright spots will be the
service provided by members of organizations
such as Mercury Northwest. We need your
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help! Please consider stepping forward, number months. (They always like things

putting your personal shoulder to the wheel to lined up in a row, it is that whole uniform

keep this cart moving forward! thing.) That leaves February (not a great
month for news or Hamming), April, June,

You can mail me at: August and October for issues. Our writing

mmartin@majesticwa.com staff has been putting out some great stuff but

they need to have some time between issues
to put out their pieces; pertinent and
ABOUT THIS | SSUE impertinent. At this point | would like to ask
By R.B. Sturtevant AD7IL everyone to expect The Newsletter in April,
June, October and December. If anyone has

Just a quick note to wish all our readers a veryany real problems with this please let me
Merry Christmas. For those of you who keep know.

track of such things (you poor bored

creatures) this is the first issue of our second For those who are also Army MARS

Volume. To celebrate this event Santa has ~ members, they have asked me to put a hold
brought us a new Masthead for Christmas. | 0n my publishing until some other folks catch

hope you all enjoy it as much as | do. For up with their assignments so | guess | will. It
those who doubted that we'd get to our reminds me of the time | needed to call my
second issue: Told yah sol! son while he was in Jump School at Fort
Bragg. | called the Base Locator, whose job it
Now, about our next year: as | have is to tell anyone the phone number of anyone
mentioned | have been ask by The Army on the Base. | called after 5 p.m. east coast

MARS Headquarters to put out a 6 times a time and was told the Army was closed for

year newsletter for them. First, this is a great the day. Glad I wasn't calling to report an

honor for me. As a member of Army MARS  Invasion.

since June 2004, and a veteran who has used

the MARS program I look on this as a great

way to support our troops. | was happy to MNW SPRING CONFERENCE

accept. Charles Boling,AD7UF
Conference Chairman

This, however, creates a problem for me. | am

trying to keep my life running on more or less I'm very pleased to announce that the next

an even keel and can't afford to overload my Mercury Northwest Regional Meeting will be

schedule. Doing two newsletters in one month held this spring in Longview, WA. For

is a bit of a challenge for anyone. (I've done it anyone not familiar with this sprawling

and ought to know better.) Therefore, with the metropolis of 35,000 (the 22nd largest city in

permission of out Fearless Leader and the Washington!), it's located about 40 miles

members of the Board, | am going to have to North of Portland, OR.

reschedule the appearance dates of the

MARA Northwest Newsletter to avoid The conference will be held Friday-Saturday

conflict with the Army MARS May 15" and 18 ; the main portion of the

Communicator. The Army wants even conference will take place on Saturday, with
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informal get-togethers Friday evening and
Saturday morning.

This is going to be an exciting conference!
You can get your milk at other events; we
want to provide you with the MEAT you're
hungry for, and have you return home
satisfied that your weekend was well spent.

To help us achieve this lofty goal, we would
like to hear from you! We already have some
ideas, but we need more, and we want to
know what things YOU would be interested
in, as well as hear any thoughts you have on
how to make this event wildly successful.

We desire to have a variety of topics and

that typically operates on direct current
(usually 12 volts), there has been little
standardization; and what standardization did
exist was often localized and even changed if
“something better” became available.

The connections have ranged from stripped
cable ends to be connected with wing nuts, or
spring clamps, and across a whole gamut of
different connector types. Different
manufacturers tended to use one or more
connector types for their equipment. More
than a few radios have gone in smoke and
sparks when different “standards” were
integrated.

formats, including hands-on sections. Is there While some may argue the point, more and

someone that you'd love for us to bring in to
speak to you? Would you like to teach a
class? Please tell us! Send an email to
conf@boling.usand share your thoughts with
us.

STANDARDIZED DC POWER
CONNECTIONS FOR AMATEUR

RADIO EQUIPMENT
Vic Bak K3SHD

Virtually all of our radio equipment and many
accessories require power to operate. If that
power source is a self-contained battery pack,
there is little chance for confusion or
problems. Similarly, if the equipment
operates on typical 120 volt alternating
current, either a permanently attached cable
with a plug compatible with regular power
outlets or cable with a specialized connector
compatible with the radio and your power
outlets is provided, — again ensuring a very
low probability of complications or problems.

However with the proliferation of equipment

more amateurs are coming to the conclusion
that “Something Better” has come along and
has become de factoamateur radio DC
power connector standard.

If you have and use 12 Volt DC for any of
your radio equipment and accessories,
consider the Anderson Powerpale
Connector. These ubiquitous devices are
proliferating throughout the amateur
community and a variety of other uses. One
side of a connection normally consists of two
connectors and two plastic insulating
housings of different colors. The most typical
amateur use consists of a pair (one red and
one black) pp45 plastic housings and either a
15, 30 or 45 ampere connector in each
housing. Eee figure L

The connectors can be soldered or crimped on
to the end of # 14, 12, or 10 wire and each
connector then inserted into its respective
plastic housing. The connectors can only
insert one way. And the plastic housing



Figure 1
Anderson pp45 housing
and 30 ampere contact

he was transporting in the trunk of his car.
Another had a DC to AC inverter equipped
with power pole connectors, while a third had
a cable with power pole connectors at one end
and ring connectors on the other. The ring
connectors were fastened to the battery and
the inverter to the end of battery cable. The
laptop AC power cord was plugged into the
inverter. The only critical element was
getting the correct wires on the battery
terminals. By use of a standard, all these
items were connected up in a matter of

elements have raised and sunken interlocking minutes. | permanently attach fused cables

dovetails to physically join them together.
Properly assembled connecters can only
connect one way, almost completely
eliminating problems with reverse polarity
connections. | describe the “standard” for 12
volt DC power as follows: With the
connection ends of the housings facing you,
place the RED connector on YOUR LEFT
and the BLACK CONNECTOR ON YOUR
RIGHT. Have the visible metal tongues or
connectors inside the plastic housings ON
THE BOTTOM.

Numerous accessories are available for
Anderson Powerpol¥ connectors. They
include a variety of distribution panels and
splitters, single or double fused connectors,
adaptor cables to vehicle power adaptors and
brand specific radio power connectors, to
mention a few. If you stay with the standard,
you have to try really hard to get it wrong.

At a recent ERC meeting in a Spokane area
chapel, we needed to use a laptop computer
for an APRS demonstration. The computer’'s
battery was nearly drained and there was no
power outlet within the length of the laptop’s
power adaptor cord --- and we could not find
a suitable extension cord. The solution was
attained using components provided by three
individuals. One happened to have a battery

with power pole connectors to my batteries.

| confess that | have deviated from the
standard from time to time. Recently |
needed to connect a speaker to a vintage
National NC-183D receiver that | have been
restoring. The “stock” speaker cable with the
spade lugs was too short for my needs. |
disconnected the power cable from the
speaker and soldered a short length of light
zip cord to the speaker terminals and installed
a pair of power pole connectors on the end of
the piece of zip cord and the now free end of
the original speaker cable. By using a
different orientation of the plastic housings,
there is no possibility of accidentally
connecting my speaker or the speaker cable
from the receiver with another cable carrying
12 volt direct current.

Consider two thoughts regarding these
connections. First, while the power pole
connections are pretty good, they can be
pulled apart accidentally. There are both
physical devices available commercially that
can keep the mating connectors together or
they can be kept together with string, skinny
plastic ties, safety wire, or other immediately
available materials. Second, the wire to be
used can be affixed to the connectors a variety
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of ways, including soldering, clamping with
vice-grips or pliers or crimping tools. Some

are addressed. Bro. Gary Winters, the Area
Welfare Manager, spoke a little about LDS

of these methods can be frustrating, characterEmergency Communications, too. About 100

building experiences. | recommend crimping
with a compatible tool. It is fast and provides
a superior connection to soldering.

Anderson Powerpol&$ and accessories are
becoming available through more and more

people attended the Stake Leadership Session.

On Saturday the General Session of the
Conference began with Bro. Reneer as the
Keynote Speaker. It was followed by two
mini-class periods, a free lunch provided by

sources. For additional information check out the Storehouse, and then three more periods

some of the following web sites:
www.andersonpower.comvww.powerwerx.comand
www.westmountainradio.com

PORTLAND STOREHOUSE & CARS

HoLpD ECSEmMComMM CONFERENCE
Ken Tolliver, K7ICY
Cascade Amateur Radio Society President

The Portland LDS Bishop’s Storehouse and
the Cascade Amateur Radio Society (CARS)
sponsored the 2008 LDS Emergency
Communications Conference on Novi"14 &
15" in Lake Oswego, Oregon.

On Friday Evening, the Stake Leadership
Training Session was held. CARS provided a
“Ham” dinner and invited Guest Speaker,
Brother Douglas Reneer, WA7UAH the
Emergency Communications Radioman from
Church Headquarters, to speak. Bro. Reneer
instructed the Stake Presidencies, High
Councilors, and Stake ECS'’s regarding
Church Policies, Duties of an ECS, and held
some Question & Answer. It was a lively
Q&A session, with many opinions expressed.
The bottom line was that the Church doesn’t
encourage pre-positioning equipment and
other things in the Meetinghouses. Not a
popular position; but the one that the Church
currently holds. Bro. Reneer noted people’s
concerns in this regard and will see that they

of mini-classes. There were 19 different 45
minute mini-classes for people to choose
from. They included- D-STAR, Emergency
Power, Care of Batteries, NVIS, Packet
Radio, 72 Hour & Go Kits, Nets & Traffic,
Morse Code, Radio Control of Models(you
have to have some fun classes), Your First
Radio, Repeaters A-Z, LDS EmComm Plans,
ARES-lessons learned Dec '07, ECS-Magnify
your calling, WinLink/Airmail, Grounding &
Lightning Protection, LDS Lessons learned
and Q&A, Build a %2 wave antenna, Cross-
band Repeat & Simplex Repeaters. ICOM
provided D-STAR Materials. HRO gave
catalogs and discounts on License Exam Prep
books. The session ran from 9AM to 4PM.

At least 230 people attended the General
Session of the Conference. Bonnie Altus,
AB7ZQ the Oregon ARRL Section Manager,
attended much of the activity. The Oregon
District 1 Emergency Coordinator, David
Kidd, KA70Z0 taught the ARES Lessons
learned class. Overall, attendees had a wide
variety of subjects to pick from and seemed to
enjoy them a lot. The Conference also gave
everyone a chance to socialize with other
Hams.

CARS will soon place many of the handouts,
web materials, and PowerPoint presentations
on its website avww.carsradio.orglf the
videos of the classes turn out, they may also
be posted.
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Elder White, the Portland Bishop’s
Storehouse Manager, was very pleased with
the turnout to the Conference. The two main
purposes of it were met. First, the Church’s
policy was clearly presented to both Amateur
Radio Operators and to Stake Leadership.

hear stations beyond 400 miles, and very few
that are any closer than that. Those closer
that | do hear can be explained by proximity
and ground wave. However, | have 1500-
3000 ft mountains to the south and southwest
of me, so the only paths that | have that

Second, each attendee learned something nevapproach line-of-sight are to the west, through

that could help them better magnify their
calling as an Emergency Communications
Specialist. Myself, | was glad to have
someone from Church Headquarters out to
not just state the policy; but to also listen to
our concerns. Perhaps some positive changes
will come from this dialogue. Until then, all
parties know what the rules are and should try
to follow them. | express my thanks to all

who helped with the planning and execution
of the Conference—all of the instructors, food
providers and servers, CARS, the Portland
Bishop’s Storehouse Staff, and especially a
warm ‘thank you’ to those who attended. All

of you made the Conference a great success.

USING CIRCLES TO RELAY A NET
Dave Zehrung, AA7L

Most all of us have tried to participate in a
winter HF net in conditions that only allowed
us to hear a few stations. Often, the heard
stations would not include the Net Control.
So how to check in?

If one will observe the locations of the
stations heard, a pattern will often be
apparent; all of those stations are
approximately the same distance (barring
maybe a few that are so close so as to be
using a ground-wave path).

| have plotted a few of the stations I've heard
(and not heard) in Gold Bar when conditions
are at their worst. It's pretty regular that |

the open end of my canyon. That explains the
signal | regularly hear from VA7DH at
Victoria.

| hear almost no stations close in, due to
the nearby mountains that shield the
ground wave and LOS, and the fact that
my antenna is too low to act well as an
NVIS. But stations beyond 400 miles often
sound good. (On some occasions the
inner circle” is closer than 400 miles, but
the point about how relays and secondary
NCS can work to make the net effective
remain the same.)

Figure 1 plots a lot of the MNW HF Net
Members’ locations and the two concentric
magenta circles are 400 and 800 statute miles
from my location. | can almost always hear
any of the net stations located between those
two circles. When these conditions exist, and
K7CXJ or KE7TDEM are acting as NCS, | can
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sometimes just barely hear them (or not, (*) re antenna gain: The only way an
depending on the local noise level). When | antenna demonstrates a gain effect is
can’'t hear them, | don’t even know when to similar to how a reflector in a flashlight
transmit in the blind without interfering with focuses light along a beam. If we build
others. (Note that | have little evidence as to an antenna that has gain in any particular
the placement of the 800 mile circle, there direction, it's only because we've created
being no stations available outside that range a reduction of intensity in other
to use as data.) directions. With 75 meter antennas, few
of us can construct them with any degree
Sometimes, the circles are smaller with the of deliberate design for the direction in

same effect; closer stations can't be heard, but  which we produce gain, or with respect to
the direction of the other members of the
net! We normally have to just live with
the pattern that is created by an antenna
we can construct within the available real
estate and resources.

The other paths shown in Figure 2 represent
what's happening to create the situation
where we can hear very close stations and
those checking in from farther out are clear. really distant ones, but not those in between.
I've seen times when the inner circle is about
200 miles, allowing me to hear N7BCY and  I'm really impressed with a phrase in another

the stations in Idaho. article I have in my archives: “Never seek a
Figure 2 shows the path situation that is technological solution to a problem when a
responsible for this phenomenon. | am management solution will suffice.” Here let's

convinced that factors such as radiated power shift to the management solution to this
ground efficiency, antenna gain (*), take-off  problem. | think it works like this:

angle, etc., all have a relatively small effect in

such conditions. The primary factor in Note Figure 3. This moves the centers of the
determining who hears who, is the angle at  circles I've described, to three prominent
which the ionosphere reflects signals. We've station locations in our net: KD7UM,

had discussions about NVIS antennas, and | VE6MU, and WB6WIS. Note now the array
believe such antennas may be helpful in of stations that should be in range of each of
making contact with stations that are very these stations. This diagram suggests the
close in, and therefore need a near 90-degree following possible procedure:

angle of incidence. But this can only help for

stations within fifty to a hundred miles or so. Let’s say the NCS is located in the Puget
And, as has been concluded in previous NVIS sound area. He comes on the frequency a few

antenna articles, it's very difficult to minutes before net starts and puts out a call
deliberately design to all the factors that affect for those stations that hear him with a strong
such propagation. signal. He gets answers from the Oregon

Coast, Southern Oregon, and Northern Idaho.
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He then asks if there is anyone hearing him

well in northern Oregon or Eastern
Washington. He gets none. If he makes

reference to a map, he notes that the inner
range seems to be about 300 miles instead of

400. He then asks a station in Southern

2.

Oregon and northern Idaho to serve as second
and third NCS. That established, when net
starts NCS briefly states that he, the second

NCS, and the third NCS will be rotating

checkin calls. This is immediately echoed by
second NCS, and then third NCS. After that,
calls for each block of callsigns is done the
same way. Note, though, that a procedure
like this should not be used on a night when
everyone is hearing everyone else (and that

does happen occasionally!)

When such conditions exist, and this method

of seeking checkins is effective, there are

several other considerations that should be

observed:

1. If there are announcements, they should
be read at the same speed as verbal traffic,

copied down verbatim, and re-read by
each of the NCS stations.

3.

Rotation of transmissions by 1st, 2nd, and
3rd NCS should be rapid enough that for
any member of the net it is apparent they
will be picked up by a NCS that can hear
them. Otherwise, in these conditions,
some members wishing to check in may
wait for long periods of time without
hearing anyone.

An attempt at roundtable will not be
productive; an exercise in relaying written
bulletins will be more effective use of the
time.

Thinking of the NCS’s “helpers” as
second and third NCS instead of relay
stations will improve the probability of
picking up checkins. This is because
those who cannot hear the primary NCS
will be regularly hearing the secondary
and/or tertiary one, and they'll stick
around to get their turn.

Remember, this article isn’t a new net
procedure. It's up to the Net Manager or Net
Control Stations to establish a procedure if
they want. However, next time the “band
goes south”, refer to the maps in this article,
or others, and see if you can’t identify this
effect.

73
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“M ORMONS DON’T VOLUNTEER”
AN EDITORIAL
by Mel Martin, N7BCY

Not long ago a non-Mormon acquaintance
made an interesting statement to me about
Mormons and community service. He said:
“Mormons don't volunteer!" Well, needless
to say | was taken aback and proceeded to
correct this misconception.

| pointed out the countless hours of Church
service my wife and | had contributed through
the years. His response indicated that was all
well and good and we should be commended
for our service to our Church. But he still
maintained we don’t volunteer in the
community.

| argued that the Church is part of the
community and service is service wherever
it's given. | also pointed out a study | had
heard about which found that 60 percent of
Mormons volunteer annually (I assume that’'s
active members), compared to 36 percent of
Southern Baptists and 27 percent of
Catholics.
(http://www.bostonphoenix.com/boston/news_features/ot
her_stories/muIti-page/documents/04538493)asp
These numbers sounded very impressive to
me; but he was still not convinced.

He would probably not understand the
distinction; but from one perspective he was
partially right. My wife and | did not
technically volunteer for most of the service
we have provided. We were called! However,
| did not want to open that can of worms
because the discussion would have gone in a
completely different direction.

As we continued our discussion his primary
point seemed to be that our volunteer efforts

are for other Mormons, and we do not serve
in the larger community. He stuck to his guns
“Mormons don't volunteer!”

| then pointed out my stints as a little league
coach, involvement in scouting, and the time |
had spent helping in the schools my kids
attended. He said “yah, you helped when your
kids were attending. What have you done
since they graduated?” W el l. ..

The discussion then turned to how active the
Church is in disaster assistance, often being
the first organization on the scene. |
specifically told him about the hundreds of
hours volunteered by Church members last
year following the floods on the wet side of
the mountains. Service given to people who,
for the most part, are not of our faith.

His response: “Yah, but as a ‘good Mormon’
you had to do that!” No, we did not have to,
the Church called and we responded and we
loved doing it! His comment, “what are you,
a group of lemmings, can’t you do anything
on your own?”

What he was trying to say was that as
individuals, for the most part, we do not
volunteer. And | think to some extent he is
right! A large segment of the Mormon
community doesn’t volunteer, at least outside
of Church structured service. To be fair, that's
also true of society as a whole - most people
don’t volunteer.

As members of the Church | believe there are
some unique circumstances that cause us to
be heavily involved in service within the
structure of the Church but not outside. My
intent is not to justify why we don’t

volunteer, but instead to sensitize us to the
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issue so we can be more effective servants in
the future.

Beginning with the introduction of the block
schedule in 1980 there has been an increased
emphasis on community involvement. Has
outside service increased, or have we just
added another guilt complex to the Mormon
psyche? After all we are regularly reminded
by our General Authorities that we should
serve beyond the bounds of the Church. As
recently as the October ‘07 General
Conference Elder Ballard stated: “We
encourage active involvement in our
communities and in providing service to
others.” (1. Russell Ballard, “Faith, Family, Facts,
and Fruits,” Ensign, Nov 2007, 25-27

Let me make it clear that this is an opinion
article. I have not looked for a scientific basis
for what I write, although I do think it could

be an interesting subject for a masters or
doctoral thesis. What | write is from anecdotal
experience gathered through the years. |
should also point out that | am biased given
that | have been active in the Church from the
age of 12 on.

In the interest of complete and full disclosure
| must also state that this article is written, in
part, as confession as suggested in D&C
58:43. For some time | have wanted to
become more involved in the schools, maybe
even run for the school board. | have wanted
to be more active politically, possibly at the
county party level. Perhaps join a service club
to be more involved in worthy charitable
projects. But | have not. One thing we do well
in the Church is dump guilt-trips on one
another and this is one area where | am as
guilty as the next!

Now as to why we don’t volunteer. | could go

on for pages as to why we are so busy in the
Church that we don’t have time for outside
service. Let me just hit the high points and
you can fill in your own stories to illustrate
those points.

Church callings take time, a lot of time. Some
of us have multiple callings that add to the
load. Just being a good Home Teacher or
Visiting Teacher should be time consuming
as we get involved in the lives of those we
serve.

Quorum projects and Relief Society
compassionate service provides important
growth opportunities for members, but they
also take time. In addition, many wards and
stakes do community service projects both
regularly scheduled, and of an emergency
nature.

Family time should be the most precious.
Large or small, our families deserve all the
time we can give them. Involvement in family
support activities and programs such as
scouting, sports, school participation, etc. all
place heavy demands on our time. Even as
empty nesters Lauren and | try to be involved
with our family as much as possible. After all
that's what we are supposed to do!

Time, or the lack thereof, is the most
significant reason why we don’t do more
outside service. But | think there are other
issues that contribute:

One has to do with “Being Called.” Callings
are a unique concept that only Mormons
really understand. From childhood we are
taught that for Good Mormons it's not
appropriate to volunteer. We wait to be called
and then serve to the best of our ability!
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Our volunteerism is structured. Even most
service opportunities are structured. The
Elders Quorum or Relief Society develops a
“service project” and ask for “volunteers.”
Although we are encouraged to give
individual service, we seldom seek out
service opportunities. Bumost of us will
respond on a moment’s notice if asked
think this is great - one of the defining
attributes of Mormonism! My friend might
have said that it's because of brain washing.
Like Pavlov’s dogs we are trained and
respond accordingly. In reality we do learn
that the proper way to serve is to be asked
through the structure of the Church.

As a general rule those who tend to be active
in community service tend to have Type A/
extroverted personalities. While we can all
point to exceptions, Type A / extroverts tend
not to gravitate to the Church. | recall as a
young man dating a recent convert who
lamented the “fact,” as she saw it, that there
were not many “real men” in the Church. |
took this as a complement because she was
dating me! While | don’t think she understood
Type A or extrovert personalities, | do believe
this is what she was trying to describe. My
wife (not “that” convert) maintains that my
personality has changed through the years. |
wonder if that movement away from the A /
extrovert is a result of age or the training |
have received in the Church?

There is an additional factor that | hear from
time to time: “If it is really needed, the
Church will provide it.” Some feel that
everything worth doing is found in the Church
structure, so there is no need to reach out to
any other organization. | have heard this
specifically in relation to Mercury Northwest
and ERC. “If the Church needed what MNW
is doing they would do it within the

framework of ERC.” | don’'t have space or
time to discuss this in-depth, but | would be
happy to have an email dialog with you if you
believe this to be true. Perhaps you could
convince me to give up my MNW activities.
That would free up some time and allow me
to become more involved in politics, or the
schools, or a service club, or. . .!

Which brings me to the point of this article.
We are still in need of people to help with
MNW. | know that many of you would be
willing to help IF we asked, or IF we could
extend a Call to you. Most of you support
what we are trying to accomplish and are
willing to do what you can to help, but as
“good Mormons” you're not comfortable
volunteering.

Allow me to suggest that MNW is a good
vehicle to test the waters of volunteerism.
While MNW is not directly associated with
the Church most of us are strong members.
We understand where you are coming from
and would be happy to help you test the
waters of volunteering in an environment that
is within your comfort zoneMormon hams
involved in service! What more could you
ask for? Once you experience success being
an active participant in MNW then you might,
as our leaders suggest, take the next step and
find a way to get more involved in your local
community.

To be fair, many have stepped forward.
Several are participating in the Regional
Communications Working Group, others are
planning the Spring Conference, some serve
as Net Controls on our HF net. Our newsletter
editor, those helping to develop the website,
and the members of the Board are doing their
share. There are many contributing to the
future of Mercury Northwest. But as |
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suggested in my State of MNW atrticle, there
is more that needs doing and we could use
additional help.

While | don’t know most of you personally, |
know who and what you are. | know that if |
asked you specifically to help on a project you
would. | believe this for two reasons: First, |
can be fairly persuasive (part of my Type A/
Extroverted personality that is still there).
Secondly, and most important, | know you
want to serve and help where you can. That's
part of your core beliefs; it's what makes you
tick. It's in part why you're a member of the
Church. But because of your upbringing you
need to be asked.

Well, I am not able to ask each of you in
person, though | wish there was a way |
could! Please consider this a personal
invitation to get involved in Mercury
Northwest. There is a lot to do, and we need
all the help we can get. Drop me a note and
we can spend a little time getting to know
each other. It won't take long for us to find a
fit that will be perfect for you within MNW.

You can email me at:
mmartin@majesticwa.com

REPORT FROM EPHRATA STAKE
By Bob Sturtevant AD7IL

I've missed a lot of nets this winter and may
miss some more. Trying to check in has been
rather like transmitting into a brick wall with
S9 hash all over the band. Never the less, |
wanted to tell everyone some of the things
I've been up to. Perhaps some of you who
have to set up a Stake’s ECS program might
benefit from my experience.

This is the second Stake | have been asked to
set up a radio program in. Actually Ephrata is
the first | was ask to set up the program.
When | was in Coos Bay my Stake President
was also my brother. Our Dad was a Colonel
in the Air Force. When my brother found out
about the Church’s radio program he told me
to “Make it Happen.” So much for Free
Agency.

The first thing | found out about the radio
program was that most people, including
leadership, don’t know that there is one. So
the first thing I've always done is to go speak
at every Ward and Branch in the Stake. | start
out with something like “I am the Stake
Emergency Communications Specialist. | am
sure that most of you are asking yourselves
‘What is a ECS and why do we need one?’ “.

| then tell them about Brigham Young and the
beginning of the Deseret Telegraph Company.
(If you need some review on this check out
the article on The Deseret Telegraph,
Newsletter Vol. 1 #2)

Then I talk about the Teton Dam collapse.
(See article on Teton Dam Collapse,
Newsletter Vol. 1 #4) This brings them up to
today and | mention some of the things that
could happen near that particular Ward. At
this point | mention that some of the units in
the Stake have radio operators and the Stake
President can be contacted. Then | bring up
the main idea “But there are no Radio
Operators in this Ward.” | then stress that the
Stake President, in order to give aid in an
emergency needs to have a report from the
Bishop about the situation in the Ward. “But
there are no Radio Operators in this Ward!”
Then I tell them that the calling of Emergency
Radio Operator doesn’t come from the
Bishop or Stake President; it comes from the
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Lord direct to those who should get involved THE HENTENNA

in the program. (No Eggs and No Crossing the Road)
By Ignatius J. Riley
After that | meet with anyone who wants to

know more in the hall after Sacrament. | Pass The “Hentenna” (based on the Japanese

out a lot of QSL cards and take as many character meaning strange, or magical) is
names as | can. | usually have from 610 10 quite popular in Japan and used on 2 through
people who want more information. 80 meters. While it has appeared in some

volumes of the ARRL Antenna Compendium
When | spoke in the Quincy and Ephrata areasgnd other ham radio antenna books and
| found out that there was nobody teaching  magazines, it is not that well known in the
classes for LicenSing. Taklng that as a clue | US. Itis also somewhat popu|ar in Europe’

set up a class organizational meeting. We hadpt referred to as a “skeleton slot” antenna.
about 20 people for that. Six actually showed

up for the first class with many saying they
were interested but they had schedule
conflicts. We went for 15 weeks at 7 p.m. on
Thursday night. In a class like that there is
always a little “shrinkage” but we had four
hang in to the end. November 22 all four
tested and passed their Tech License.

| found out something else when | was
teaching the class. My students reported that
they were being queried by other Ward
members if they were really going to get an
Amateur Radio License. Apparently some
folks didn’t believe we could pull that part
off. For that reason | got the Stake Presidents
OK to announce the new operators names
over the pulpit after they had passed. | now
have another class forming for some time
after the first of the year. Since MNW has a group exploring potential
use of six meters in the northwest, this article
I've also been taking computer courses at the wjl| focus on a horizontally polarized version
local JC to learn how to put out this for that band. If you cannot get a beam or
Newsletter without so many technical glitches quad up for six meters or a HF band, or

which Mel has been CorreCting for me. | hOpe cannot get a |0ng enough wire up, consider

Figure 1 - Shape and dimension

now that you know a little about what I've the hentenna.

been up to lately you'll understand why I've

missed so many nets. Looking forward to The six-meter version is approximately ten
getting back on the air with you all. feet tall and about forty-plus inches wide. It

can be made with tubing or wire (and other
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materials such as wood or PVC to hold the
wire in position) to form a rectangle. An
element goes across from side to side about
one-third of the way up from the bottom.

This element is insulated in the middle and
fed on both sides of the insulator. Tuning is
accomplished by adjusting this element up or
down for the best match. Figure 1 contains a
sketch and dimensions. The provided

Figure 2 - SWR Curve

dimensions are “outside” dimensions and are
based on construction with ¥2-inch tubing.
Modeling was done using EZ NEC 4+
software and a design frequency of 50.5 MHz.
The antenna can be fed with 50 or 75 ohm
coax. The SWR was slightly lower using 75
ohm coax; and the SWR curve in this article
is based on being fed with 75 ohm coax and
no choke or other type balun. Using some
type of balun may, perhaps, improve
efficiency and the pattern some.

Figure 3 - 3D Pattern

Advantages of this antenna are that it is very
low cost; can be made from a variety of
readily available materials; dimensions are
not critical (have been known to work fine
with dimensions within ten-percent of
optimum); and gain is comparable to a two-
element yagi. The version covered in this
article is bi-directional with over 9 dbi in the
major lobe at 15 degrees elevation and over 5
dbi in the minor lobe at 40 degrees elevation

Figure 4 - Azimuth Pattern at
15 Degrees Elevation (Max Gain)

The hentenna can be mounted any number of
ways. It can be easily suspended from a tree
branch or existing line or horizontal wire
antenna or it can be mounted on a tower,
pole, or even the side of a non-metallic
building (on insulators). Or it can be mounted
on a mast with a rotor. There appears to be a
difference of opinions regarding how much a
metal mast affects its pattern and
performance. The orientation shown in



Figure 1 provides horizontal polarization.
Laying it down standing up on its longest

dimension will provide vertical polarization —

just opposite of what you might normally
expect.

MERCURY MEMOS
By John Swapp K7CXJ

This is a regular column about customs,
courtesies, protocol and people.

Figure 2 shows the SWR curve. Figures 3, 4,Memo 1: The Two Q Award

and 5 show 3D, 2D Azimuth, and 2D
Elevation patterns and related data,
respectively.

| am impressed with the hentenna from a

Memo 2: More Customized Phonetics

Memo 3: Distracted Driving

technical standpoint and have modeled itin a Memo 4: Traffic Stop

variety of configurations, but have not

actually constructed, tested, or used it yet.

Therefore | cannot provide a testimonial.

Memo 1: The Two Q Award

Nevertheless, if you have some of the antennayye should all strive to win th&wo “Q”

limitations listed earlier in this article, you

Figure 5 - Elevation Pattern
might consider trying the hentenna.

Award. We all want to have signals that
gualify by having the two Q’s: Quality and
Quantity.

Most of the time we talk about signal strength
as the main part of the signal report. That is
the Quantity part of the report.

Every operator should be equally concerned
about the Quality of the signal. Yes, none of
us wants hum on the signal, but | mostly want
to talk about the quality of the audio. This
particularly applies to a Frequency
Modulation (FM) transmission, which is a
very common type of modulation on two
meters. One of the good aspects of an FM
signal is the fidelity of the audio. The voice
you hear should be “clean and clear”. Thisis
a desirable characteristic because that kind of
audio is a pleasure to listen to.

I've heard very strong mobile (mobeel)

signals that were barely understandable due to
audio distortion. I'm sure you've heard
transmissions like that also. Road noise
causes some problems.
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Being too close to the microphone causes
some distortion. Being too far away from the
mike results in weak audio. Low battery
voltage can cause audio distortion. Over
deviation of the FM signal can cause some
distortion.

Here are two recommendations:

A. If you are talking to a station where the

audio is hard to understand, tell the

VE7CTR --- Can you guess what that one
would be? He is a member of the Mercury
Northwest Net.

N6NR — No Receiver

KL7RU — Rich Uncle or Red Underwear

These fun phonetics just help us remember
call signs.

Memo 3: Distracted Driving

operator. Just report it and say something Following is from the October 2007 Reader’s

like, “I thought you would want to know.”

B. Occasionally ask during a QSO, “How is
my audio?” If you receive a report of bad
audio and don’t know what to do to
correct it, don’t hesitate to ask someone.

We have talked previously about giving
honest reports and that applies here, too.

Digest:

“We snack, talk on cell phones, even shave
behind the wheel.

“In 2006, Nationwide Insurance surveryed
1,200 Americans. Over 80% said they
adjusted the radio or CD player. 73% talk on
cell phones. 68% eat a snack. 19% do text

Most hams appreciate an honest signal report.messaging. 14% comfort kids. 12% apply

Memo 2: More Customized Call Letter
Phonetics

Barbara KE7KEV responded to our last issue
about phonetics for call letters by submitting
these:

Barbara KE7TKEV — Keep Eternity in View
Randy NU7D — Nothing Under 7 Dollars
Don W7NLU - Never Look Up

Michael — KE7SKR — Some Kind of Rascal

Thanks, Barbara

Others (old and new)

N7SD — Nevada 7 Silver Dollars
W7AHC — A Happy Chap
KE7LYR — Liar

KE7LWW - Little Willie Wonka
W7CIE — Coming In Easy

makeup.

“Almost 80% of traffic accidents involve
some form of driver inattention.”

This tells us that we should pay attention to
our driving...always.

Many of us have ham gear in our vehicles and
I would like to quote William KE7DEM

(without his permission). He says, “Be safe.
Be prepared. Play radio.” The emphasis is be
safe.

Memo 4: Traffic Stop

This story may be related or may not be
related to Memo 3. You decide.

A man was being tailgated by a woman on
Foothill Boulevard in Salt Lake City.
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Suddenly, the light turned yellow just in front
of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the
crosswalk, even though he could have
beaten the red light by accelerating through
the intersection.

The tailgating woman slammed on the brakes
and leaned on the horn. She opened her
window, stuck her hand out and made a
gesture, all the while screaming in frustration
as she missed her chance to get through the
intersection with him. As she was still in
mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and
looked up into the face of a very serious
police officer.

The officer ordered her to exit her car with

Now To SHow You MARA

REALLY CARES
From our Friends in MARA North East

Grandma Mara tries her hand at marriage
counseling...

Dear Grandma Mara,

| desperately need your help. My husband is an
amateur radio operator. He loves his ham radio hobby
but he has a problem spending any money on it. He
won't buy new equipment to replace his old, out dated
stuff, even though | repeatedly beg him to do so. I've
even said he could take the money we were going to
use to fly home to Utah to visit my mother, whom we
haven't seen in the three years since we’ve been
married, but still he refuses.

He has a small trap dipole, a hand-me-down from
someone, stuck out of sight behind the house. I've told

her hands up. He took her to the police stationhim how much | admire some of his friend’s towers

where she was searched, fingerprinted,
photographed, and placed in a cell. After a
couple of hours, a policeman approached the
cell and opened the door. She was escorted
back to the booking desk where the arresting
officer was waiting with her personal effects.

He said, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You
see, | pulled up behind your car while you
were blowing your horn, flipping the guy off
in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at
him. | noticed the 'Choose The Right' license
plate holder, the 'Families are Forever'
bumper sticker, the 'Follow Me to Sunday
School' bumper sticker, and the chrome-
plated Angel Moroni emblem on the trunk.

Naturally, | assumed you had stolen the car."”
That's it for now. 73. See you in March.

~John K7CXJ~
Sammamish

and beams and suggested he install the same but he
says they “look ugly” and “no way would he have one
of those things around his house”.

I'm ashamed to have other hams’ wives over to visit;
for them to see his poorly equipped station. What can |
do? Is my marriage in trouble? Should we go for
counseling?

Signed, Desperate XYL
Grandma Mara replies...
Dear Desperate,

Grandmara sees more and more of this type of
selfishness where the ham husband is unwilling to take
the necessary steps to keep his equipment and antennas
up to date. He may not know of your embarrassment at
his poorly equipped station. Tell him exactly how you
feel about other hams’ wives seeing it. Talking about
your frustration may lead him to do the right thing.

Perhaps he has feelings of guilt about using the travel
money. If that is the case, tell him that you will go visit
your mother by yourself and he can stay home and
spend his portion of the money on ham gear. This may
ease his conscience and his reluctance.

As for the unsightly antenna problem, | suggest you
find some pictures of towers with scenic views backed
up by sunrises or sunsets, and leave them in places
where he can see them.

This can be a touchy subject between husband and wife
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so work up to it gradually and with subtlety.

These suggestions may just pave the way to a more
harmonious marriage relationship in the future. Let
Grandma know how things work out, dear.

Signed, Grandma Mara
Dear Grandma Mara,

Oh Grandma, the situation here has gone from bad to
worse! | took your advice and talked with my husband
about my feelings concerning his station equipment and
antenna. Now he is threatening to sell his transceiver
and linear amplifier and switch to QRP! | haven’t dared
to tell any of my family or my friends! I'd just die if
anyone found out!

He says he is so stressed out by all of my expectations
that he has to “find himself”. Something to do with
“going back to the basics”, whatever that means!

Can you give me the name of a good ham marriage
counselor?

Signed, Desperate XYL
Grandma Mara replies...
Dear Desperate,

Oh my goodness gracious! This is more serious than |
imagined! QRP! Why just the thought of it gives
Grandma the shivers!

| called my doctor friend, the one who writes “The
Doctor is In” column at QST Magazine, to see if he
could help. He advised Grandma to stick with technical
guestions like he does, or better yet stay with recipes
and floral arrangement tips. As you can see dear, he
wasn’t much help in solving your problem.

Grandma has noted that male hams, like boys in
general, go through phases and | think your husband is
simply going through one of those. He will eventually
work his way through it. In the meantime, if he likes to
build his own equipment show him your love and
support, at this extremely trying time, by buying him
one of the many QRP kits that are available. An easy
transmitter kit to start with, that even Grandma could
build, is the “Two Tinned Tuna Kit” and the

companion receiver from the Maine QRP Group.
Medium difficulty level transceiver kits from Small
Wonder Labs are well designed and well supported by
Dave Benson, KISWL. Once your hubby has these
under his belt, give him a greater challenge with one of
the Elecraft transceiver kits. You know what they say
about idle hands!

Never mind what your family or friends may say. Hold
your head high and tell them that your husband is
looking for more of a challenge than using a
gazillawatt rig just to talk across town.

Think of him as a pioneer, because QRP is now
considered by some to be “cool”! For inspiration, when
things seem hopeless to you, listen to Tammy Wynette
sing “Stand By Your Man” on YouTube. (The hairdo
alone gives Grandma more shivers than thinking about
QRP. And that dress...! Whatever was that girl
thinking?)

Let me know how things work out for you.
Signed, Grandma Mara
Dear Grandma Mara,

Good news! | wasn't at all sure of the final outcome
but | took your advice, with a lot of trepidation, and
bought my husband a QRP kit.

You would think he had won the lottery (not that we
buy lottery tickets!) by the look on his face when he
opened it last Saturday. He immediately ran to his
“shack” (coming back to give me a kiss — blush!) and
dug out his soldering iron. Other than to come out for
bandages for some minor burns, | didn’t see him (not
even for food!) all day.

I'm so glad | decided to follow your advice (even
though | had my doubts!). Later that evening | heard
Morse Code noises coming from the basement.

He is so proud of his accomplishment. Our marriage is
back on track again.

Signed, No longer desperate XYL
PS

I've already ordered him another kit!
Signed, No Longer Desperate,
Grandma Mara replies...

Dear No Longer Desperate,

I'm so happy for you, dear. That advanced home
correspondence course on marriage counseling from
Podunk University (good old P.U.!) that Grandma took
many years ago came in handy after all. | always say
that nothing you ever learn in life goes to waste. Comes
in handy for someone sometime, if not for yourself.

Signed, Grandma Mara

You can check their newsletter out at:
http://ne.mara.net/2008 news nov.pdf
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